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a main centre of the defence of Turkey's eastern 
frontier. 
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d'Asie, i, 210 f.; Samy Bey Fraschery, Kámáüs al- 
a'läm, ii, 827; Ali Kemáli, Erzincan, Istanbul 
1932; IA, s.v. (Besim Darkot). 

(R. HARTMANN-[FR. TAESCHNER]) 

ERZURUM. one of the principal cities in 
eastern Turkey, today the chief town of the 
province of Erzurum with a population of 91,196 
(1960 census). 

Situated between the Karasu and Aras valleys 
which formed the main thoroughfare between 
Turkey and Iràn for caravans and armies, Erzurum 
has been an important commercial and military 
centre in the area since antiquity. It was the 
ancient Karin, also called Karnoi Kal(gh)ak in 
Armenian, from which Kálikalà or Káli in the 
Arabic sources (cf. Ibn Hawkal, i, 343; Ibn al- 
Fakih, AkAhbàr al-buldán, Leiden 1885, 295) must 
have been derived. Under the Romans it was 
fortified and called Theodosiopolis in 415 A.D. The 
name of Erzurum comes from Arzan al-Rüm, 
Arzan-i Rüm or Arz-i Rüm (see the Saldjükid coins 
in I. Ghálib, Takwim-i meskükát-i  Seldjükiyye, 
Istanbul 1309H., nos. 10, 147, 152). Arzan (Erzen) 
was a nearby commercial centre, the population of 
which took refuge in Ķālīķalā upon its destruction 
by the Saldjükids in 440/1048 or 441/1049 (see 
ARZAN). 

First taken by the Arabs under Caliph *Uthmàn 
after 33/653, its possession fluctuated between 
Byzantines and Arabs (Byzantine in 66/686, Arab 
in 81/700, Byzantine again in 137/754 for a short 
time and then Arab again until 338/949 when the 
Byzantines took it, to hold it until the Saldjükid 
conquest). The native Armenian princes in the area 
played an important part in all these changes. With 
its strong walls, Kàli made a base for the Arabs from 
which to control the area and organize ghazá raids 
into Byzantine Anatolia. In 1i53-5/770-2 the local 
Armenian dynasts organized a large-scale insurrection 
against the Arabs and came to lay siege to Kali 
(Ghévond, Hist. des guerres et des conquétes des Arabes 
en Arménie, trans. Chahnazaryan, Paris 1856, 136-43; 
Ya*kübl, ii, 447). 

Under the Byzantines the chief city of the 
‘theme’ of Theodosiopolis, it withstood the Saldjükid 
onslaught until 473/1080 when Amir Ahmad took it, 
and it was then made the capital of the Turkish 
principality of the Saltukids (see sarTUK-OGHLU). 
In 597/1201 it came under the Saldjükids of Anatolia 
and was made the seat of a malik, prince, possessing 
the province as his appanage. The city under its new 
name of Arzan-i Rüm became one of the most 
prosperous commercial centres in Anatolia (cf. 
Yaküt, Mw'djam al-buldán, s.v. Arzan) and its 
important monuments belong to this period: the 
Ulu-djámi* built in 575/1179, the Medrese of KhündI 
Khátün (Cifte-minàre) built in 651/1253, and the 
mausoleums of the Saltukids. 

In 639/1242 the Mongols under Baydju took it. 
Remaining a part of Seldjükid territory under 
Mongol suzerainty, the province of Arzan-i Rüm paid a 
large annual tribute to the Mongol treasury, 222,000 
dinàr in 736/1335 (Z. V. Togan, Mogollar devrinde 
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22). After the dissolution of the Ilkhànid empire in 
Iràn, Erzurum was occupied by the rival Mongol 
amirs successively, the Cobanid Shaykh Hasan in 
741[1340, Muhammad b. Eretna about 761/1360. 
Then the city became part of the rising Türkmen 
states in eastern Anatolia, first of the Kara-koyunlu 
[g.v.] from 787/1385, and then of the Ak-koyunlu 
[q.v.] from 869/1465. Taken by Shàh Ismàtil from the 
latter in 908/1502, it was conquered by the Ottoman 
Sultan Selim I following his victory at Caldiràn in 
920/1514. It was made in 941/1534 the chief city of a 
new Beglerbegilik comprising the sandjaks of Erzurum, 
Shebin Kara-hisár, Kighi, Khinis, Yukarl-Pasin, 
Malazgird, Tekman, Klizucan, Ispir, Tortum, Nàmer- 
vàn and Medjinkerd. 

The tax regulations of the time of Uzun Hasan 
[q.v.], preserved after the Ottoman conquest, were 
later in 926/1520 and in 947/1540 modified and 
replaced by the typical Ottoman kánmün (cf. Ó. L. 
Barkan, Kanunlar, 63; W. Hinz, Das Steuerwesen 
Ostanatoliens im 15. und 16. Jahrhundert, in ZDMG, 
c (1950), 177-201). 

Under the Ottomans the city benefited from the 
active caravan trade between Iràn and Bursa (for 
a description of it in 1050/1640 see Ewliyà Čelebi, 
Seyáhatnáme,ii, Istanbul 1314/1896, 203-19). Erzurum 
became also the chief Ottoman military base during 
the wars against Irán and Georgia in the roth/16th 
and rirth/r7th centuries. In 1031/1622, upon the 
murder of *Othmàn II, Abaza Mehmed Pasha, 
beglerbegi of Erzurum, supported by the population 
and the Djalali [g.v. in Supplement] groups, rose up 
against the central government then under Janissary 
control Entrenched in Erzurum, Mehmed defied 
imperial armies sent against him until Muharram 
1038/September 1628. 

During the Ottoman-Russian wars the Russians 
occupied Erzurum temporarily in September 1829, 
in 1878 and in February 1916. On 23 July 1919 the 
first national congress under Mustafa Kemāl 
(Atatürk) was held in Erzurum. Today it is the most 
important city in eastern Turkey with the head- 
quarters of the Third Army and the Atatürk Univer- 
sity which was opened on 17 November 1958. The 
city was linked with the country's railway system 
in 1939. 
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ES'AD EFENDI, AHMED (1153/1740-1230f 

1814), Ottoman Sha ykh al-Islám, son of the Shaykh al- 
Islám Mehemmed Sàlih Efendi [g.v.]. After being kádi 
successively of Izmir (from 1184/1770), Bursa (from 
1192/1778) and Istanbul (1201/1787), he held office 
for a short time (1204/1790-1206/1791) as kádifasker 
of Anadolu. One of the prominent personalities con- 
sulted by Selim III (g.v.] on the reforms necessary in 
state affairs, he made proposals particularly for the 


